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Surgeon data flawed
Publishing the data of thousands
of surgeons in England on the
My NHS website is unlikely to
pick up those whose performance
may be causing deaths, scientists
at the University of Edinburgh
found. A review of the death rates
for six common procedures in the
journal BMJ Open, found that
surgeons deemed “acceptable”
may have too many patients
dying needlessly. Surgeons with
above-average death rates are not
identified as each doctor does not
perform enough procedures.
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Higher death 
rate surgeons 
‘unidentified’
SURGEONS with high death rates 
are not being identified by the 
NHS, experts warn.

Researchers at Edinburgh  
University found they are not 
performing enough procedures 
to produce reliable data.

Report author Ewen Harrison, of 
the department of clinical  
surgery, said: ‘Surgeons with 
increased mortality rates are 
unlikely to be detected. Publish-
ing mortality rates is a step 
towards transparency in medical 
care but offers little help in iden-
tifying poor performance.’ 

Other outcomes, such as patient 
recovery, may be a better way to 
judge ability, researchers say.

The study, published in the jour-
nal BMJ Open and funded by the 
Medical Research Council, looked 
at death rates for inpatients and 
at 30 and 90 days post-surgery in 
the UK for six common procedures 
– including hip replacement – 
between 2010 and 2014.

Each hip replacement surgeon 
would need to carry out 500 
operations every year for one 
failing medic to be detected – but 
they perform only 48 to 75 a year.  

The researchers called for more 
focus on tracking recovery and 
measuring patient satisfaction. 

Jason Leitch, NHS Scotland’s 
national clinical director, said 
surgical mortality fell ‘by 24 per 
cent in the last three years’.
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